Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2011, 22nd Annual JWP Conference

Apr 9th, 2:35 PM - 3:35 PM

Learning English as a Second Language: Best Practices for Adult
Latino Learners
Kristen Fredrickson
Illinois Wesleyan University

Carolyn Nadeau, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
Part of the Other Languages, Societies, and Cultures Commons

Fredrickson, Kristen and Nadeau, Faculty Advisor, Carolyn, "Learning English as a Second
Language: Best Practices for Adult Latino Learners" (2011). John Wesley Powell Student
Research Conference. 7.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2011/posters2/7

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE

APRIL 201 1

Poster Presentation P14

LEARNING ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: BEST PRACTICES
FOR ADULT LATINO LEARNERS

Kirsten Fredrickson and Carolyn Nadeau*
Hispanic Studies Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

Over the past three months I have spent many hours as an intern in the Hispanic Outreach
Program at Western Avenue Community Center, where I have witnessed the struggles of
Hispanic immigrants who do not know the English language. By observing English classes and
speaking to many native Spanish speakers, I have been able to see the types of English needs of
Hispanic speakers and effective pedagogical strategies to meet those needs. While it is important
for children to leam grammatical rules and complete English, many adults first need to focus on
learning essential English phrases for the work place and daily life. By observing the types of
difficulties many Hispanic adults face, and different teaching methods that can be used to
improve their English abilities, I have been able to draw conclusions about the best way to teach
English to adults in the Hispanic community. This bilingual poster presentation, will exemplify
some of these "best practices" in adult English classes for native Spanish speakers.

